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To: All Members of the Council

You are requested to attend an Extraordinary

meeting of

WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

to be held in the

COUNCIL OFFICES, MARKET STREET,

NEWBURY
on
Thursday 14 May 2026
at the rising of the Annual Council Meeting

&mﬁ ChaCe .

Sarah Clarke
Executive Director — Resources
West Berkshire District Council

Date of despatch of Agenda: Thursday 2 April 2026

AGENDA

Part |

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for inability to attend the meeting (if any). (Pages 5 - 6)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To remind Members of the need to record the existence and nature of any personal,
disclosable pecuniary or other registrable interests in items on the agenda, in
accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct. (Pages 7 - 8)
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http://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=38477&p=0

Agenda — Extraordinary Council to be held on Thursday 14 May 2026 (continued)

3. REQUISITION TO THE CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL

Purpose: To consider the pedestrianisation of Newbury Town Centre: transparency
and timely decision-making. (Pages 9 - 10)

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact
Stephen Chard on telephone 01635 519778.
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Agenda ltem 1.

Extraordinary Council — 14 May 2026

Item 1 — Apologies for Absence

Verbal Item
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Agenda ltem 2.

Extraordinary Council — 14 May 2026

Item 2 — Declarations of Interest

Verbal Item
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Agenda Item 3.

Title of Requisition:
Pedestrianisation of Newbury Town Centre: Transparency and timely decision-making

This Council notes that:

1. A report concerning the impact of the pedestrianisation trial within Newbury
Town Centre has entered the public domain, giving rise to significant public
interest and concern.

2. The report has not yet been formally published or clearly addressed by the
Council, leading to uncertainty among residents and, in particular, local
businesses.

3. Ongoing uncertainty regarding access, traffic arrangements, and town centre
configuration risks adversely affecting business confidence, investment
decisions, and footfall.

4. A clear and transparent decision-making process is essential to maintaining
public trust in the Council, and supporting the local economy.

This Council believes that:

1. Transparency, wherever lawful and practicable, is fundamental to good
governance.

2. Avoidable delay and uncertainty can themselves have negative economic
consequences for town centres.

3. lItisin the best interests of residents and businesses that the Council provides
clarity on both the substance of the report and the timetable for decision-
making.

This Council resolves to:

1. Call on the Executive to publish the report relating to pedestrianisation
proposals, together with any supporting information, as soon as practicable,
subject to any necessary legal, commercial, or confidentiality considerations.

2. Request that the Executive provide a formal public statement setting out:
o the status of the report;
o the scope of any proposals under consideration; and
o the anticipated process for decision-making.

3. Request that the Executive bring forward, where practicable, a clear and
accelerated timetable for consideration of pedestrianisation proposals, and that
this timetable be communicated publicly.

4. Request that the Executive ensures appropriate engagement with affected local
businesses and other stakeholders as part of the decision-making process, with
particular regard to economic impacts.
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5. Affirm that any future decision should be taken following proper consideration
of economic, accessibility, and environmental factors, in accordance with the
Council’s policy framework.
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